§am the Lord, who made ofl things, whoe
strefched our the heavens alone, who spread ot
the earth, izgigh 44:24

Making a difference —topether

Each person has the potential 1o change the
world, but working along with athars is oftan
he most efficient way.

= If churches or other like-mindad people
band together, companias ara more likely 1o
respond. "There's strength in numbers,
you're a parish with 600 families, and a parish
council paying the bills, you might send out a
ietter...telling a wility company you want them
to reduce emissions.” says energy consuliant
Michael Mangan,

+ Ernesto Cortes, Jr., is a regional director of
the Industrial Areas Foundation, a national net-
work of community arganizations which has
founded cifizens groups from lowa to Calitor-
nia. He has helped create jobs through the
promation of walar and sewage treatment facil-
ifies for the Rin Grande Valey.

» Mountain climber David Brawer, who died
at age 8, believed that "We need to try to save
the Earth at least as fast as it's being
dastroyed.” He worked for decades on behalf
of anvironmeantal organizations,

Aobert Cox, the Sierra Club's president,
gaid: “Like the.. . redwoods he chenshed, David
towered above the environmental movement
and inspired us 12 protect our planet”

= Over the years, the Adkins Road dump,
one of many "holler dumps™ in beautiful
Appalachia, became an ayesore. Karen Engle,
director of a grassreots envirenmental group in
Kentucky, decided to clean up the area, She
mobilized cthars. TV cameras will monitar tha
site to discourage illegal dumping.

+ ploted chimpanzes researcher and activist
Jang Goodall began Hoots and Shoots in
Africa. Mow a worldwide club, it encourages
childran to work on environmental and human-
itarian projects

“l fael a desperation to make peopla ses
whal we are doing 1o the envirenment, what
& mess we are making of our world” said
Dr. Goodall, "Every individual can make a

Into the future

Emvironmental sciantist Dr. Jessica Tuch-
man Mathews, reflecting on changes since the
first Earth Day in 1970, said: “Thera have been
some big successes. We'va changed behav-
ior. Think of everything that is now an accepted
part of the palitical landscape —the clean air
act, the clear water act, massas of laws and
requiations to protect the emvironment”

Every government, every citizen, every
human being has a mission to fulfill in caring
for the world —and home —that we share, "He
who wauld be a friend of God” Mohandas
Gandhl said, "must elther remain alone or
miake the whale world his friend”

The earth is the Lovd's and all that i in i1, the
warld, and fhose who Dive it for He has
Sounded it on the yeas, and established it on the
FIVETT, Paalm 240-2
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“Humans are the only species able to go
everywhere in the world, which also means
that we have the capacity to do good or il
evarywhara.

“The hardest case to make for acting on
an environmenial conscience is that it is
the right thing to do. Yet, in the end, it may
be the only case worth making. If we do not
respect nature, we do not respect our-
selves.” —HoGER RosSEMBLATT
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Who's responsible?

The airwe breathe. .. the water we drink. ..the
goil haneath our fest,.. God’s creatures, great
and small...the treasuras of our environment
give us sustenanee, lvelinood and enjoyment.
They are gifts from our Creator. We, in turn,
show gratitede by taking some responsibility for
the condition of the warkd.

While sach peraon has diffarent cppartuni-
ties and obligations, no ong and no nation is
exempt. Young or old, rich aor poor, we affect
the well-being of our earth, our homs,

In thair statement Ranewing the Earth, the
L. 5. Catholic Bishops wrote, “As citizens. each
of us needs to participate in this debate over
hew aur nation best protects our ecological
heritage, limits pollution, allocales environ-
mental costs, and plans for the future”

Through creativity, dedication and a healthy
self-interest, individuals in all walks of life can
prezarve and protect God's Good Earth.

fi plobal challenge

From retreating glaciars to thinning polar sea
ice to warmer nights, there seems 1o be
increasing evidence of glabal warming.

Writing in the Milwaukee Catholic Herald,
Margare! Plevak says many scientists are
afraid thal global warming will cause “rising
temperatures that could flond coastal lands,
alter crop yields worldwide, spread insect-
bome diseases like malaria, and cause certain
plants and animal species to de out”™

Graenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide,
frap the sun's haat in the atmosphers, Since the

14th cantury Industrial Revolition, we have pro-
duced ever-increasing amountg, primarily
through the burming of coal, oil and natural gas.

Tackling the problem is a challenge for fogsil
fuei-dependent countries. Economic interests
often prevail. When Indian authorities tried to
close polluting factories in Mew Delhi, thou-
sands of workers protested. When it s a
question of protecting public health vs. protect-
ing jobs, there are no easy answars,

Still, representatives from maore than 170
countries met in Japan in 1997 for the United
Maticns Framework Convantion on Climate
Change. They drafted the Kyoto Protocol to
curb global warming. It sets speciiic goals for
indusirialized nations to meet in eutting green-
house gases.

Many ervircnmentalisis want a change to
renewabie enargy sowrces such as fuel cells and
aolar or wind power, Governments and individu-
als nead to learn what's available and feasible,

God saw evervihing that He had made, and
indeed, it was very good. Crenesis 1031

§piritual motivation

Spirituality mativates many environmental
activisis who see Earth's rasources as God's
gifts, “If's the integrity of creation,” says Fathar
Wichael Crosby. "The more you look at the
effects of the burning of fossil fuels, the more
you're comnvinced that we have fo be speaking

o

aut on bahalf of the prasarvation of the planeat,

‘difference. Aoots and Shoaots groups all do

activities in threa arsas: helping animals, help-
ing people and helping the environment”

Well done, gpood and fairhfiel servant; Vo
have been faithful over a littde, § will ser vou
over much: enter inte the foy af vour Master

Masthew 25:21

Health and the envirenment

When & nation's public health system func-
tions well, “there are no epidemnics, food and
water ara safe to consume, the citizens are
well infermed regarding persoenal habits that
affact their haalth, children are immunized, the
air is breathable,” writes Laurie Garrett in
Betrayal of Trust,

But when a government breaks faith with its
cilizens, public health breaks down. In one
example, Garett shows how vears of a corrupt
dictatorship in one African nation left its hospitals
in ruin and unable to cope with an outbreak of
the deadly Ebala virus.

Wealthler countries cannot be complacent
since the international movernent of people and
products means that “The community is an
antire world. |t watches and squirms as plague
strikes Suratl (Congo), Ebala hits Kikwit {India),
iuberculosis overwhelms Siberian prisons, and
HIV vanguishes a generation of Africans. Pub-
liz health needs to be global prevention.”
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